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Years ago someone told me that all information technology (IT) is local. Vendors can strive to provide 

global technology products to mass markets, but to really offer support vendors need a local 

presence, local resources and local commitment. Customers and partners want to engage with those 

who have common attributes – and doing business in the same geographical area is a nice common 

attribute. 

Not surprisingly, a local presence is keenly important in providing Internet of Things (IoT) services as 

well. IoT is a fast growing market as enterprises continue to implement new solutions. To foster 

innovation KPN, a global communication service provider headquartered in the Netherlands, has 

joined together with RDM Makerspace, a pay-as-you-go technology collaboration facility, to create an 

IoT Academy The Academy is an independent foundation open for all partners in the IoT ecosystem 

that want to stimulate innovation by designing new IoT solutions. It provides services for its 

members, partners and partners’ customers. The purpose of the Academy is to match IoT supply (i.e., 

new, innovative solutions) with IoT demand (i.e., business and residential customers). 

In order to create a vibrant community, the Academy focuses on: 

 Helping enterprises discover IoT – The Academy hosts workshops, meetings and other customer-

facing events that educate businesses about the value of IoT solutions. This is vitally important, 

because the vast majority of businesses have not heard about IoT and do not believe it is a 

critically important technology. According to a recent MachNation survey1, only 1 in 3 large 

enterprises and 1 in 5 small and medium businesses (SMBs) intend to adopt IoT within the next 

2-3 years. 

 Empowering developers to make new solutions – The Academy provides developer kits, IoT labs 

and workshops to educate and assist developers to create new IoT solutions. Experimentation is 

part of the innovation process. The Academy fully encourages developers to experiment with 

KPN’s and other partners’ technology tools to create new solutions for businesses and 

consumers. 

By linking together demand and supply of IoT solutions, the IoT Academy is facilitating the use of new 

types of IoT solutions. At IoT Academy challenges developers can create solutions that meet specific 

industry requirements. The first challenge – currently in progress through 30 June 2015 -- will allow 

developers to address technology and business needs for smart factories.  

IoT solutions developed in the IoT Academy will aid in enterprise cost reduction and development of 

new services. And they will offer consumers new and secure services in their homes, cars and on-the-

go. According to MachNation research, by 2024 IoT will grow to 24 million connected devices 

generating USD4 trillion. 

KPN believes the true value of the Internet of Things is collaboration. IoT is an ecosystem of various 

players who all add a link to the value chain. KPN provides the connectivity and other ecosystem 

partners provide other technology. Together, this amalgam of technology and know-how creates 

                                                        
1 “Business Services Global Survey 2014”, MachNation, 2014. Survey completed in partnership with 

CSG International. 

http://www.kpn.com/zakelijk/grootzakelijk/internet-of-everything-en/about-ioe.htm
http://www.rdmmakerspace.nl/
http://www.iotacademy.nl/
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tremendous value. That is why KPN is so excited that the Academy is open to anyone looking to get 

involved. 

Offering local IoT services including an IoT Academy is one way that communication service providers 

and vendors support the nascent and growing IoT ecosystem. Bringing together application, device 

and platform developers who can experiment with new IoT technologies affords opportunities to 

innovate with new solutions. We anticipate Academy members will explore some of the most 

important IoT concepts including IoT application platforms, IoT standards, productized IoT solutions, 

new IoT services, security/privacy and new applications. We look forward to exciting, local IoT services 

enabled by KPN, RDM Makerspace and the IoT Academy.  

  

MachNation (pronounced mak-ney-shun) is the only dedicated insight services and 

application development firm covering the future of the Internet of things (IoT), Internet 

of everything (IoE), connected device and machine-to-machine (M2M) ecosystems. 

MachNation specializes in understanding and predicting these technology sectors 

including developments in hardware, platforms, communication services and 

applications. MachNation specialists have provided guidance, consulting services and 

support to the majority of the world’s leading IT and communications firms. MachNation 

serves on Cisco’s prestigious IoT World Forum Steering Committee and co-chairs the 

Service Provider working group within the Steering Committee. 

For more information, please contact info@machnation.com. 

 

https://www.machnation.com/2014/12/09/iot-application-platform-scorecard-2014/
https://www.machnation.com/2015/02/18/iot-standards-three-approaches-for-application-enablement-platforms/
https://www.machnation.com/2015/01/06/the-best-of-apple-and-google-meet-in-iot-plug-and-play-solutions/
https://www.machnation.com/2014/01/31/kpn-launches-personal-emergency-management-iot-solution/
https://www.machnation.com/2014/12/04/measuring-rewards-and-risks-data-security-and-privacy-in-an-iot-world/
file:///C:/Users/ruijt490/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/NMU6PYAH/67237-20131223082953-kpn-m2m-introduces-mysafeguard.pdf
mailto:info@machnation.com

